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ILLUSTRATION. the law of Moses, to condemn the Saviour and his | possess of justice and equity : but to substitute for, 
doctrine.» But to the great astonishment of the | or to call enjoyment punishment, appears to <u to 
whole multitude, he foiled all their malicious attempts | be a strange figure of speech. I shall omit offering 
by the very same weapons which themselves had | the many passages of scripture that. might be pro- 
Having shown the difference which obtained be-| chosen, proved them to be the violators of the law, | duced infayour of my objections (to the doctrine 
tween the doctrine of Christ, and the systems which }4144 the hypocritical deceivers of mankind. I am contending against) for the ‘reason before as- 
were cherished by men, in the.days of his flesh ; we 5. A adit surprising trait in the doctrine of Christ; | Signed, but will offer one for your consideration, that 
shall pass to consider other important reasons why | was, that poor, ignorant, despised sinners, such as their | I think has great weight, and which I think you will 
the multitude were astonished at the doctrine of the leading suledustine had compassed’sea and land find very difficult to reconcile—even according to 
great HEAD of the church. » And, to proselyte, and being unsuccessful in their at-| Your own conjectures. I call them conjectures, be- 
2. They considered it a mew doctrine ; as_ will be | tempts, had condemned them to interminable wretth- | cawse my impression is, that you cannot prove the 
seen by consulting St. Mark, i. 27. “ And they were | edness—That these characters, despised and de- | state alluded to, from holy writ. -The passage that I 
| graded as they were, should go into the kingdom of | allude to, is recorded in the gospel according to St. 

God before the Scribes. and Pharisees—those renown- | Matthew, xxvi. 24. Our Saviour, in speaking of Ju- 
ed instructors in morals and religion! This greatly | das, said, ‘* The Son af Man goeth, as itis written of 
enraged the /iterati, as well as astonished the multi- | him ; but wo unto that man by whom the Son of Man 
tude, who had before been their listening and obse- is betrayed : it had been good for that man, if he had 
qtuous admirers. not been born.’”? Now, Sir, I wish to inquire, how 
customed, it could never have optained the appella- 6. His doctrine broke down those barriers of dis- | YOu can possibly reconcile this saying of our Saviour, 
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ion of a new doctrine. ‘The public mind had been | tinction which pride, interest and craft had rear-| ith the inference, that ** the positive rewards of 


long exercised with the schemes of partial mercy and | ed, and reduced human nature to the same lev. | Vittue, and the punishments of vice, are allotted.to 
, . . . | 
limited salvation. But a new doctrine now salutes 


ne bi _el of dependance upon the grace of God fur salva- | the experience of this life.” For admitting this to 
> . » . » » ey > os A . : : ° air. 

pee! ears, presenting prospec, strangely different | tion. Nothing could have been more mortifying to be true, with what propriety could our Sayiour say 
from those afforded by their former religious instruc- 


| the pride of these haughty ecclesiastics, than to be | of Judas, good, were it for that man, if he had not 


tion, and open:ng to the mind a most delightful field | brought upon a level with those whom they despis- | ¢en born ? Or admitting that Judas has no ov.her 
for meditation, and the contemplation cf Jehovah’s ‘ 


| ed. And the same doctrine still produces the same punishment to suffer, than a privation in part, of that 
goodness. Instead, of the gloomy and heart-appall- | effects ;. it “humbles the lofty looks of man, and | degree of enjoyment, which will be allotted to others 
ing prospect of annihilation, or the distracting antic- | stains the pride of all flesh ; ¢hat the Lord alone may (less sinful) in the state alluded to, but which is of a 
ipation of endless wo; the banners of grace were | be exalted.” limited duration ; and at the expiration of which, he 
unfurled, and the joyful. tidings of peace with God, 7. That which wrought their surprise to its high-| will be raised, together with the whole human fami- 
= the soul-reviving doctrine of eternal life, as the | est point, and completed their wonder and astonish- ily, to a state of perfect and never-ending happiness : 
free gift of Heaven, floated in melting accents along ment, was, that he taught and enforced this doctrine | ROW admitting this to be true, with what propriety 
the current of life, and awoke the sentiments of grat- | with all the assurance which attends the most com- | Could our Saviour say, good were it for that man, if 
itude and joy in the hearts of the admiring multi- petent authority! while the crafty Seribes,enforced he had not been bern 2 If we were to exercise our own 
tude, and inspired a willing reverence for the char- |+heir dogmas by threats, by the most subtle deduc- | reason on this subject, it would teach us that it was 
acter of that illustrious ‘Teacher, sent from God. tions of terror from the Mosaic code, and by the most | Ot only good for Judas that he was born, but infi- 
3. They were astonished at the doctrine of Christ, | studied and. fearful array of all the denunciations of | nitely better for him than it would have been, never 
because it represented the infinite Author of their Sinai’s fiery heights ! The same-arts Are resorted to | to have had an existenee. 
being as the friend of sinful, erring. man. The | in modern times, and the same darkness, ignorance I shall now take my leave of this subjeet, with this 
Scribes and Pharisees had laboured to excite and and ahenation are perpetuated thereby. assurance, that if you can prove to my satisfaction, 
keep alive the fears of the multitude, as the best | We shall notice the authority of Christ forthe doc- | cither from scripture or reason, that “the positive re- 
means of securing their own popularity : and-in or- trine which he taught, in our next number, wards of virtue, and the punishments of vice, are al- 
der to secure their favourite object, it was necessary 


lotted to the experience of this life,” 1 will candidly 
to excite a general belief, that God hated sinners, and and. publicly acknowledge it. 

that he would eternally remain their enemy, unless FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 

by painful efforts, costly sacrifices, and a blind ad- (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 46,) 
herence to what their doctors taught, they could ren- | Rey. Ma. Pickzrrne, 

der him propitious. But the sublime sentiments in-| Your last paragraph appears consistent with your (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 47.) 


culcated by the Son of God, exposed the base im-| preceding reasoning. You there say, “the conclu-| \ We proceed as was proposed ifn a former part of 
posture of their spiritually blind guides, and announc- | sion appears perfectly reasonable, that there will be! our reply, to show that the apostles did not expect a 


(cONTINUED FROM PAGE 46. ) 


“ And they were astonished at his doctrine.”’ 








all amazed, insomuch that they- questioned among 
themselves, saying, What thing is this? What new doe- 
trine fis this’? For with authority he. commandeth 
eyen the unclean spirits, and they do obey him.” 

If the doctrine of Christ had presented no pros- 
pects different from those to-which they had been ac- 
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consummation of their happiness until the whole cre- 
ation should be restored. 

Passing over the numerous expressions of St. Paul, 
in which he holds forth the Saviour as the head of the 
moral and intellectual creation ; “the head of every 
man ; the Aead and the first-born of every creature ;” 
and the pointed assertion of this same apostle, that 
while “‘ one member suffers, all the members suffer 
with it ;” and the annunciation*of the great Redeemer, 
that “there is joy in heaven over one sinner that re- 
penteth,” &c. we shall come directly to the declara- 
tions which establish the position we have taken, 
with the utmost clearness. We allude to his epistle 
to the Romans, viii. 18-23. For I reckon, that the 
sufferings of this present time ave not worthy /o be 
eompared with the glory which shall be revealed in 
us. For the earnest expectation (/es Afiseos) oF THE 
€REATION waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of 
God. For (e ktisis) Tuz crEATION was made subject 
to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who 
hath subjected the same in hope : Because (e /tisis) 
THE CREATION itself also shall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God. For we know that (e pasa kti- 
sis) THE WHOLE CREATION groaneth, and travaileth 
in pain together until now. - And not only they, but 
ourselves also, which have the first fruits of the Spir- 
it, even we, ourselves, groan within ourselves, wait- 
ing for the adoption, fo wit, the redemption of our 
body.” 

We have set down the original words which signi- 
fy creation, and which are rendered by the transla- 
tors, both creature and creation, that the reader may 


gee that we are justified in rendering the word uni- 
formly, creation. 


This passage from the apostle, is worthy of partic- 
ular observation. 

1. He speaks of the sufferings of the present time, 
and considers them unworthy to be compared with 
the glory to be revealed in the church. 

2. He tells us that the creation is waiting with 
earnest expectation for the manifestation of the sons 
of God. 

S. That this creation was subjected to vanity, not 
willingly, not as a voluntary act of theirs, but by him 
who subjected the same creation in hope. 

4, That this same creation shall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption, and be brought into 
‘the glorious liberty of the children of God. 


5. After mentioning the fact, that the whole crea- 
tion groaneth and travaileth in pain (a suitable fig- 
ure of speech to denote the miseries of sin) he de- 
clares that the believers in Jesus, who enjoy the 
first-fruits of the spirit, (that is, the spirit of adoption, 
see verse 15,) groan within themselves, waiting for 
the adoption, (not their own adoption, for that they 
already enjoyed,) but the adoption, deliverance, or 
redemption of the whole body, or whole creation. 


This language of the apostle clearly shows that 
the happiness of believers, who were the adopted 
children of God, was not complete, but that it de- 
pended on the adoption, or deliverance of the whole 
creation from the bondage of corruption, or sin ; and 
that until this general redemption should be carried 





into effect, their enjoyment would continue to be 
imperfect. This argument of the apostle is greatly 
strengthened by the texts before alluded to, in which 
Christ is declared to be the head of every man ; the 
Head and First-born of ever creature. Now if Christ 
be the head of every man, then every man is a mem- 
ber of Christ, in the same sense in which Christ is 
the head. ‘The apostle then assures us, that while 
one member suffers, all the members suffer with it: 
and while suffering, of any kind continues, there 
cannot be a perfection of enjoyment. Suffering is 
of two kinds, positive and negative. It is positive suf- 
fering, which we allege to be the punishment of sin ; 
but negative suffering, or a-want of entire perfection 
in bliss, is a consequence arising from the moral con- 
dition of the subject. Hence the accession of every 
sinner to the faith and enjoyment of the kingdom of 
Christ, or gospel covenant, adds to the joy and hap- 
piness of the subjects, or inhabitants of that king- 
dom. Nor can their joys be perfected, until “ every 
knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.” 
Having shown by plain testimony, that the highest 


perfection of the departed saints is inseparably con- | 


nected with that of the saints on earth ; and that the 
highest happiness of the saints on earth, is absolute- 
ly connected with the deliverance of the whole ra- 
tional creation, from the bondage of sin and death ; 
the inference is unavoidable, that none of the saints, 
either in heaven or on the earth, can arrive at the 
highest point of moral and spiritual enjoyment, un- 
til the whole human race are redeemed from sin and 
death, and added to the society of the faithful. And 
as this cannot be effected until the general resurrec- 
tion, the fact of an intermediate state follows of ne- 
cessity. 

In our next number we shall attend to the great 
truth of the resurrection, and notice the ob jections of 
our Correspondent. 

(10 BE CONTINUED.) 


REPLY TO «BR. c**** 


The communication of our valued correspondent, 
““R. C****.” on page 42, has necessarily been neg- 
lected till now, in consequence of a press of other 
matter, which could not so conveniently be deferred. 


We are requested to show how much dependance 
should be placed on the words * believe, repent, work, 
come, ask, will and willing, as acts of the creature him- 
self, in procuring the salvation of one soul !” 


By the salvation of the soul, we understand our 
correspondent to mean the eternal felicity of the 
soul in a future state. This being his meaning, we 
answer, there can be no dependance placed on any 
act of the creature to secure that salvation : for if the 
creature could render his salvation secure, he would 
be independent of the labours of Christ; and this 
would set aside the whole scheme of the gospel.— 
For it is written, “there is none other name given 
under heaven among men, whereby we must be sav- 
ed :—neither is there salvation in any other.’ If 
Christ be the only means of eternal salvation, the 
agency of the creature must be set aside in this great 
work, however useful it may be in other respects. 





a 


‘Salvation is of the Lord: for no man can re. 
deem his brother, or give to God. a ransom for him.” 
Yet the words, repent, believe, ask, work, come, will 
and willing, imply a moral, but limited ability in 
man, by the proper improvement of which, he is 
to be benefitted, and for the abuse of which he 
must be punished. . 

That there isa moral ability in man, for the im. 
provement of which, he is accountable to his Mak- 
er, is obvious from the fact, that laws are given for 
his observance, and punishments threatened in case 
of disobedience. But to suppose that the eternal 
salvation of the soul is dependent upon any human 
action, or actions, is a virtual rejection of the plan of 
grace by a Redeemer. Eternal life is the gift of 
God ; and was promised by Jehovah, long before the 
revelation of the Mosaic law. The primitive disci- 
ples evidently rested ‘in hope of eternal life, which 
God, that cannot lie, promised before the world be- 
gan.” ‘Titusi.2. The word aionion, here rendered 
world, evidently has, the signification of piseEys.- 
rion, and doubtless refers to the law and priesihvod, 
which were communicated to the children of Israc! 
by Moses. This promise appcars destitute of an) 
conditions, and is therefore an expression of purc 
grace onthe part of Deity. Hence saith the apos- 
tle John, “ He that believeth on the Son of God hath 
the witness in himself: he that believeth not God, 
hath made him a liar, because he believeth not the 
record that God gave of his Son. And this is the 
record, that God hath given to us eternal life : and 
this life isin his Son.” {f. John v. 10,11. Now to 
talk of securing that eternal life, which is already 
secured to us by the promise of Him who cannot lic, 
is absurd to the very last extreme. It is, in effect, 
saying, there is no dependance to be placed on the 
word of God, nor any credit due to his promises ! 

if those who profess to be the friends of God, 
manifest a disposition to disregard his faithful prom- 
ises, and thereby practically discountenance the vi'- 
tues of faith and hope, they may be assured of one 
truth, namely, the time is not far distant when they 
shall realize by sad experience, that ‘the wicked 
shall not go unpunished.” 

The passages of scripture proposed by “R. 
C****” for illustration, shall be considered in our 
next number. 


[ro BE CONTINUED. | 


THEOLOGICAL CONTROVERSY. 
To the Editor of the Christian Telescope. 

Sir: The Minutes of the Publick Controversy, 
heldin July last at Philadelphia, between Rev. MW. 
Kneeland, Universalist, and Rev. Mr. M’Calla, Pres- 
byterian, on the question, “ Js the punishment of the 
wicked absolutely eternal ? or is it only a temporal 
punishment in this world, for their food, and to be suc- 
ceeded by eternal happiness after death 2 and which 
oceupied the principal part of four days, has been 
received in this town, in six numbers, making 4 
book of 324 pages, octavo. It is now the age of free 
inquiry, or the most so of any that has preceded it ; 
and the time has absolutely arrived, when the relig- 
10us Opinions of our venerable ancestors, are examin- 
ed, and are brought “to the law and to the testi 
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mony”—to the revealed will of oyr Father in heaven, 
as made known in the scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments. 

My object in this communication is to call the at- 
tention of my fellow-christians to this controversy, 
both believers in the doctrine of the eternal punish- 
ment of the wicked, and those whodo not believe 
it. That Mr. Kneeland is an able man, those ac- 
quainted with him are free to acknowledge, indeed 
his Lectures on Universal Benevolence, and Transla- 
tion of the New Testament, bear ample testimony to 
his talents. Asrespects Mr. M’Calla, the Rev. Ezra 
Stiles Ely, D. D. says, in a letter to Mr. Kneeland, 
of Sept. 11, after the close of the controversy, ‘I 
am now convinced that Mr. M’Calla, in native energy 
of mind, in soundness of judgment, clearness of ap- 
prehension, accuracy of reasoning, rectitude of con- 
science, benevolence of heart, and even in the knowl- 
edge of Hebrew and Grecian Literature, is every way 
Mr. Kneeland’s superior.” We here have the opin- 
ion of a Doctor of Divinity, and one who stands high 
in the ranks of the clergy of our country, who be- 
lieve and preach the doctrine of efernal punishment. 

I should suppose this work would have great cir- 
culation, especially as the Publisher, R. L. Jen-| 
| nings, Esq. who took down the debate in short | 
hand, says, on the cover of the 6th and last number, 
| that neither Mr. M’Calla, the moderators, or any | 
other person has pointed out a single error, affecting | 





the argument on either side, in the jive first num- 
bers, and he presumes the sixth and last is equally 
correct. I should think that no individual who feels 
P interested in the support of those religious senti- 


creases, his mind becomes burthened with care and 
perplexity ; disappointment’s chill has blighted ex- 
pectation, and where he viewed a rose, he finds a 
thorn !_ Innumerable difficulties, and unforseen acci- 
dents disturb his peace and corrode his bosom, till 
taught by faithful experience, he is brought to con- 
fess that happiness is not the offspring of sordid 
wealth ! Another seeks it in the path of indulgence, 
in the unrestrained gratification of a sensual and cor- 
rupt heart. He aspires to nothing higher, or more 
refined, than the coarse and transitory pleasures of 
sense. His whole life is devoted to intemperance 
and corruption, and his whole aim and desire is to 
satiate the cravings of a carnal and corrupt appetite. 
His moderation and reason gradually give way ; his 
intellectual faculties become absorbed by sensual in- 
dulgence, until at last, passion assumes the reign, 
and he is consigned to madness and despair, and 
doomed a melancholy exile from the temple of vir- 
tue, and consequently frofh peace and enjoyment. 
Another, whose disposition is naturally inert, im- 
agines that happiness is found only in retirement and 
inactivity. That they who would be happy, must 
seclude themselves from society, and from all the | 
cares of domestic and public life ; banish every so- | 
cial and friendly sentiment from their hearts ; bury 
every recollection of the world in oblivion, and pass 
their days in monkish seclusion. But this is repug- 
nant to the nature and feelings of man. He was 
formed for society, and for mutual intercourse.— | 








When he commences his existence, he is helpless 


} 


and dependent : as he advances in years, he must | 


be led by the hand of instruction, and by degrees, | 





® ments, (one article of which is a belief in the eternal 
| punishment of the wicked) in which he has been ed- 
/ ucated, and can conveniently spare $1 50, would 
_be without it ; as well as all friends to free inquiry. 
An Inquirer after Truth. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
Mankind are alike eager in their desire for happi- 
ness, and in their fondness of sensual gratification.— 
_Allare engaged in pursuing that prize, with equal 
sayidity and zeal: although each differing in his 
_ course, and in his method of securing the object of his 
} desire and pursuit. 

One seeks it in this thing, another in that; anda 
§ third in something entirely exotic from the two first ; 
all possessing different views of happiness ; having 
| feelings and sensations entirely dissimilar ; and each 
striving in a manner peculiar to his own notion of 
things to grasp the glittering prize, that shall hush 
the tumult of discontent—smooth the waves of pas- 
| sion—assuage and calm the terrors of the soul—and 
fill the mind with sweet and heavenly contentment ! 
One fancies that happiness lies concealed with the 
shining ong, and is obtained but by the accumulation 
of large possessions, and vast sums of filthy lucre.— 
Mammon, accordingly becomes the idol of his eye, 


t of body and mind is now exerted, and every meth- 
od which ingenuity can devise, practiced, in order to 
Scumulate the yellow dust. But as his wealth in- 


and the undivided object of his heart, Every facul- 


qualified for the duties of life, and for the discharge | 
of the same friendly and tender acts of kindness 
which were bestowed upon his infantile years. This 
is what the law of nature imposes and demands; and 
without severing the strong ties of consanguini- | 
ty, man will live and act as a social and dependant ; 
being. ~The man who withdraws from the world, and ' 
shuts himself from society, and from all social inter- 
course with his fellow-creatures, thinking to find un- 
interrupted felicity, can never realize the object. 
which he anticipates: his expectations will surely 
end in disappointment. For he is acting in direct 
opposition to the principles of his own nature. He 
was created not only an active and intelligent being, 
but he was formed for social life. He who formed | 
and gave man his being ; who perfectly understood | 
the feelings of his heart and the sympathies of his. 


be alone : Iwill make him an help meet for him. Thus | 
it is evident that man was not designed, or created | 
for solitude. The fibres of affection and friendship | 
were implanted in his nature, and mutual intercourse | 
strictly enjoined by him whose all-creative hand and 
animative breath awaked him to life, from dust in- 
animate ! 
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ADVICE TO FEMALES.—No. 4. 
Timorous as the tender fawn, pliant as the bend- 
ing brier, gentle as the young turtle, and affable as 
courtesy itself, is the daughter of complacency. 











She maketh friends wherever she goeth, she is 
loved by all the children of men. 

Her behaviour winrieth the stranger, and endear- 
eth her to those of her acquaintance. 

Do her steps lead to the house of mourning, she 
cometh not in, dancing ; neithor doth the lightness of 
her heart disgust the wedded to calamity. 

She weepeth with those that weep, she laugheth 
with those who laugh; she singeth in the house of 
gladness, and rejoiceth in the joy of her neighbours. 

She giveth not her advice to the stranger, noy 
openeth her lips among a crowd of visiters, till after 
the rest have spoken. 

She fashioneth her behaviour to the model of oth- 
ers ; wherefore all must approve the resemblance 
of themselves. 

In the strait betwixt two, she is silent ; she divulg- 
eth not herself, that either may know to condemn or 
approve. 


Art thou deceived, she will mildly endeavour to 


_set thee right ; but sf thou art froward to be instruct- 
_ed, she will permit thee to enjoy thy opinion undis- 


turbed : so shalt thou praise her when thou findest 
out thine error, for having so modestly left thee in 
thy deception. 

She is the sister of moderation, she denieth none 
the privilege of thinking for themselves. 

She urgeth not belief where a doubt is remaining, 


nor denieth a scruple the power of conviction. 


Dost thou admire her steps, wouldst thou reap the 
advantages thereof; yet be cautious lest she lead 
thee astray. 

Follow not a multitude till they lead thee into evil, 
nor fear to draw back when thy sister goeth wrong, 
though she be offended at thy singularity. 

Be not over courteous, lest thy modesty suffer ; 
fear not being accounted unfashionably virtuous, lest 
thou afterwards reproach thyself. 

Better is the reviling of the world to the innocent, 
than the reflections of self-reproach to the guilty. — 

Complacency will endear thee to the world, but 
virtue will endear thee to thyself and thy Creator. 

The love of many bringeth gladness to the heart ; 
but happiness is only the companion of the upright. 





FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
CLERICAL ARTIFICE. 


The people of these United States are favoured 
with information and liberty in a higher degree than 


nature, declared that it was not good that man should + any other nation on earth, and they possess the means 


of increasing their freedom,-intelligence and happi- 
ness to an indefinite extent ; but should they become 
careless, in the midst of their prosperity they may be 
descending to the ignorance, superstition and misery 
of degraded Ireland, by the operation of clerical strat- 
agem. Itis therefore necessary to warn them of eve- 
ry scheme designed to gull them of their rights, their 
property or their senses, that they may guard against 
danger in every form, proceed in their march of intel- 
lectual and moral improvement, and hold up an ex- 
ample, which shall be the wonder and admiration of 
the world. But if these States must become the 
dupes of clerical chicanery, the slaves of religious 
task-masters, we desire sp to have conducted, that 
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we ean lay our hands on our hearts, and ‘appeal to | 
God that we have discharged our duty. 

FROM THE AMERICAN EAGLE. 

It seems the Presbyterian clergy and Tract Society | 
in the State of New-York, have succeeded in making | 
Tracts a commen scuoon Boox, or a book for com- 
mon schools, in that State—if not by a statute law of | 
the State, by a mode that has all the effect of a law 
of the State. 

The law in that State makes the Secretary of State, 
for ‘the time being, a superintendent of common 
schools. And the clergyprevailed on that superin- 





tendent, John V. N. Yates, Esq. to issue his circular 


to the commissioners and inspectors of common | 


schools in that State, recommending them to make 
use of their tracts in said schools—and he has so is- 
sued his circular accordingly. He closes it by di- | 
recting that a copy of it shall be sent with the laws 
to each county clerk, and by them to the town 
clerks, and by them to the commissioners and trus- 
tees. of common schools throughout the State.* 

This recommendation will be seen at once to have 
all the effect of a law, that they shall be used in that 
State as a common school book ; and it will also be 
seen that the clergy and tract society of that State, 
so consider it, for they have, as it now appears by 
the last Boston Recorder, the organ of the Education 
Society, “sent the documents exhibiting their sze- 
cess to 17 different Tract Societies in the Union—to 
England, and to 31 Tract Societies on the continent 
of Europe.”? These are the words used. 

Did the Jesuits ever exult more in any triumph | 
they had gained ’ Did they ever gain a triumph more 
adroitly ’—Their success in thus insinuating their | 
tracts into common schools under colour of law and | 





authority, was perhaps known in Europe, and to the | 
heads of the most distant of their societies in the 
United States, before it was known even to the com- 
mon people of the State of New-York that they had 
any such intention. 

The introduction of their charity or missionary | 





boxes in these common schools follows almost of! 
course. The tracts introduced teach these chil- 
dren to give, and those tracts come to them under 
the authority of the State. And so a machinery to 
collect money and make ministers by law and the 
civil authority, has already gone into operation in a 
neighbouring State ! Look out, yeomanry of other 
States, that a Tract-trap, or some other trap is not 
sprung upon you also, and the “ success’’ of it sent to 
Europe, and all the societies in the Union, before 
you know it. 

How soon those 7Z'racts now thus introduced by 
authority into their common schools, will go fully in- 
to the system of denouncing as hereticks and infidels 
some of the members of the general government, and 
other individuals not in their views (as one of their 
evangelical Tracts in that State not long since did) 
or to denouncing all that yield not obedience and al- 
legiance to them, may be seen hereafter. 


* We have received a Tract, published by the 
New-York State Tract Society, as-a specimen of the 
tracts to be issued for supplying the common schools 
throughout that State. This tract is entitled “The 


. . . . . : . | 
clergyman who compiled it, or sanctioned it with his 


'cnme. 


| founded in truth, or on actual events. <A mission- 


- . . > 
| Joice in this truth. But we are told this, when we 





Pensioner, and his Daughter Jane.” It has before 


made its appearance in the Beston Recorder, aud 
several other missionary prints; and is undoubted]; 
as complete a romante as the famous tract published . 
some years smce by the Tract Society in this city, 
entitled « Another Voice from the Grave,” and which | 
was copied with unbounded applause into most of 
our missionary prints, It was, however, af erwards 
ascertained that this wonderful Tract, which had, 


; 


been dealt out so liberally to the people, both from | 
ithe pudmt and the press, contained only a tissue of 


lies and falsehoods from beginning to end ; and its 
defenders, after a good deal of art and clncanery to 
keep up its credit, were at length reluctantly com- 
pelled to acknowledge that such was the fact. ‘Fhe 
original mventor of the story fled from the city | 
to escape the indignation of the citizens—and the | 





name, suffered for a time the-dishonour attached to 
a too easy credulity, to impute to him no other 





We venture to predict, that no individual will ever | 
come forward and assert before the public in his awn | 
name, that the facts stated in the “Pensioner,” are 


ary in the tract, is repres@mted asthe principal dis- 
penser of good, as if toinduce a belief that our mo- 
dern missionaries are a most necessary order of be- 
ings for accomplishing the salvation of men, and 
consequently, that to contribute to their support is a 
duty from which none can be exempt. The priest- | 
hood in New-York may indeed congratulate them- | 
selves on the success which they have obtained, 
While those acquainted with history, and who have | 
seen the gradual but sure advancement of the clergy | 
to power and ascendancy in other countries, can | 
plainly perceive the fate which awaits us, unless the 


. . . . ' 
people of this country are awakened in time to a 


promoted by such fabulous tales, we have yet to 
learn : Butt is easy to see, that their imtroduction 
into common schools will prepare the way for mis- 
sionary and other charity boxes, to collect cents and | 
shillings from the scholars ; and thus the devotion 
and contributions of the rising generation will be se- | 


| cured in behalf of the priesthood and their ambitious | 


| schemes.—[ Nole from Ed. Philadelphia Reformer. 


FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
WHAT IS GOD’S JUSTICE ? 


We are continually told that God is just. We re- 


j 


speak of God’s goodness, of his purpose to destroy 
sin, and to save mankind. ‘This glorious consum- | 
mation is denied, because, say they, God is just. Is | 





| 


justice opposed to the destruction of sin, and the | 
salvation of the sinner ? The man who answers this | 
in the affirmative, destroys his own hope. It is fu- 
tile to talk of conditions, on the performance of 
which, God can be just in saving man. God’s jus- 
tice is independent of man’s help. Although we 
read that ‘‘ God is just, and the justifier of him that 
believeth in Jesus,” we read only a confirmation of 
the truth, that.a just God will never justify or ap- 
prove of that unbelief in, and rejection of, his Son, 
which makes the ‘sinner miserable. Therefore, he 
will save all from the sin of unbelief, and then the 
greatest sinner will learn that God’s justice eventu- 
ates in the gdod of man, 

We propose to all who contend that God’s justice 
will prevent the salvation of man, or consign the sin- 
ner to endless misery, to define the term justice ; first 
defining the term cruelty. We caution all, not to 
mistake the justice of God, and the cruelty of devils, 





and. consider thera to be one and the same. Strange 
as it may appear-to blind man, the slave to a pr. 
tended. orthodoxy, it is nevertheless an immutable. 
truth, that goodness and justice are as nearly allied 
as love and merey; and a being cannot be good. 
without being just ; nor just, unless he be mercify! . 
nor immutable, except his mercy endureth for cyey. 
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MARRIED, 
In this town, on Monday evening last, by the Rey. 

Mr. Wilson, Mr. Amos Mame Vinton, to Miss Franc; - 

Jones, second daughter of Elisha Dyer, Esq. all o/ 


this town. 








In this town, on Wednesday last, Mir. Joshua purr. 
in the 85th year of his age. 
On Saturday afternoon last, after a short illness. 


| Miss Mary Bevérly, in her 17th year, daughter of Mb. 


Stephen Beverly. 


“ The wintry blasts of death 

Kill not the buds of virtue ; no, they spread 
Beneath the heavenly beams of brighter suns, 
Through endless ages, into higher powers.” 


On Sunday afternoon last, Mr. Pardon Thornton. 


in his 61st year. 


On Thursday evening last, Mr. William R. Taylor, 
son of the late Mr. William Taylor, in his 25th \ car 
Funcral to-morrow afternoon, immediately aficr d- 


. , vine service, from No. 42, Westmiuster-Strect. 
, sense of the dangers which are gathering and thick- 
lening around. How the cause of christianity can be 


William Robinson, infant son of Mr. Pcler V 
Goodin, aged 2 years. 

Witham Wilson, son of Mr. Samucl 8. Slack, aged 
one year and ten months. 

In Parkhamsted, on Friday last, Mr. Steuben Ta- 
lor, formerly Preceptor of Charles Ficld Strect Acac 
emy, in this town, in his $0th year. 
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a7? New subscribers for the Txxrescorr can have 
the numbers from the commencement of the volume, 
at $ 1,50 per year, by paying the same within thr 
months from the time of subscribing. 


MR. KNEELAND AND MR. M’CALLA. 
The last No. ofthe Public Discussion, betwe: 
Rev. Mr. M’Calla and Rey. Mr. Kneeland is receive’, 
and may be had by applying to Samuel W. Wheelc', 

Westminster-Street, or at this office. 
(7 Complete sets may be had by applying * 
above. Price $1 50. 








JUST PUBLISHED, 
And for sale at this Office, and at S. W. WHEELERS 
Store, No. 1104, Westminster-Street, 
TWO DISCOURSES, in one pamphilet of 32 pages 
octavo, delivered by DAVID PICKERING. Price 
2U cents for the two. 


PRINTING. 


_, The subscriber would inform the publick, that he 
is prepared to receive orders for the different kincs ° 
printing, which will be executed with entirely 1¢ 
materials, and at the lowest prices. Having had 4 
long experience in the business, and as he intends t° 
pay particular and personal attention to it, he flatte! 
himself that he shall receive a share of publick p2 
ronage. B. CRANSTON. 


(FP All communications for the Trxuscors must be 


addressed to the Editor, and post paid. 











